**CHANGE OF DATE!!  PLEASE NOTE!!!***
SHOWCASE RE-SCHEDULED TO MAY 11, 2010
Announcing……..
Minnesota Project Citizen Showcase
Monday, May 11, 2010  
Minnesota State Capitol

 St. Paul, MN  55155
8:30 am-1:30 pm  
Please join us at the State Capitol on Tuesday, May 11, for the Project Citizen Showcase. This is an exciting event that will give teachers and  students the opportunity to visit the State Capitol and present their Project Citizen Portfolios    
The portfolios will be exhibited in the State Capitol  Rotunda at the annual Project Citizen Showcase Your students will present their project to a judge-panel of civic-minded community members who will talk to the students and ask them questions about their projects.  If the students are not able to attend, we welcome their Portfolios for display and review.   If you  are not prepared to bring a Portfolio, you are still welcome to come to observe the entire process or you can be a judge for the hearings to see how the program works in other schools.  

The Showcase will begin at approximately 8:30 a.m. and should be done before 2:00 p.m. The schedule is flexible, so if you are coming from a distance, we can schedule your presentation at a time convenient for you.  
The Showcase is being held during the legislative session.  This will provide a greater opportunity for legislators (especially those who represent schools who are part of the Showcase) to be available to review the Portfolios.  Depending on the timing of floor sessions, there will hopefully be a chance for students to view the House or Senate in session and to perhaps have all of the students introduced to the entire Legislature from the Visitors Gallery.  We are really pleased that Secretary of State Mark Ritchie will be present again to meet with students and give out awards during the ceremony in the Rotunda that will take place around 1:00 p.m..  All of the Legislators will be invited to view the Showcase, attend the Ceremony, and meet with the teams from their district.  
You can also arrange a guided tour of the Capitol and plan visits to the Minnesota Judicial Center, the History Center or the Science Museum which are all nearby. 
This year, we are excited to offer financial support to help pay for student transportation to the State Capitol. This is made possible through a grant from Minnesota's Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund. Let us know if you wish to receive this assistance. You will be asked to submit an official invoice from your school.
Please let me know if you are interested and available to participate in the 2010 Showcase and I will send you the details/schedule of the day.   Please fill out the attached Registration Form and fax to 651-774-0045 or e-mail it to jbloom@civicallyspeaking.org or mjmcguire@civicallyspeaking.org as soon as possible.
We still have FREE SETS OF PROJECT CITIZEN BOOKS AVAILABLE. Just let us know on the enclosed form if you want a set of 30 plus a Teacher's Guide. (You can get more than 30 books if you need them.)  

 Thanks for all of the hard work that you do. Feel free to e-mail me at mjmcguire@civicallyspeaking.org with any questions or call 651-772-4276.
Sincerely,
Mary Jo McGuire
Project Citizen, State Director

*Project Citizen is a federally funded curricular program for young people that promotes competent and responsible participation in local and state government by involving them in public problem solving. Working in small groups, students identify public policy problems in their community, research them, evaluate alternative solutions and create action plans.  They display their hard work on portfolios which they may enter in the Project Citizen Showcase.

